
 

Celebrating the African Diaspora 

The Black Mental Health Graduate Academy at William James 

College hosted a well-attended Black History Month event where 

traditional regalia was welcome and encouraged. Students and 

faculty joined in this celebration where great food, thoughtful 

conversations, and lively musical performances were enjoyed by all.  
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In 1987, Congress designated the month of March as 

Womenôs History Month. Between 1988 and 1994, 

Congress passed several resolutions authorizing the 

President to proclaim March of each year as Womenôs 

History Month. Since 1995, every President has issued 

a series of annual proclamations designating the 

month of March as ñWomenôs History Monthò (The 

Library of Congress, 2018).  

The precursor to Womenôs History Month was 

ñWomenôs History Week,ò which was created in 1978 

by  the National Womenôs History Project. Feminist activists took issue with how history 

books had largely ignored the many contributions of American women.  In 1980, President 

Carter issued the first Presidential Proclamation declaring the Week of March 8th as 

National Womenôs History Week (Zorthian, 2016).   

In 1975, in recognition of the powerful impacts that women have had globally, the United 

Nations began marking International Womenôs Day (IWD), which first emerged from 

the activities of labor movements at the turn of the 20th century in North America and 

across Europe (United Nations, 2018). IWD is  celebrated in countries around the world as a 

day when women are recognized for their achievements without regard to divisions, whether 

national, ethnic, linguistic, cultural, economic or political. The IWDôs 2019 campaign 

theme of #BalanceforBetter is a call-to-action for driving gender balance 

across the world.  
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On Saturday, March 9, 2019, a group of WJC faculty (Jill 

Bloom, Natalie Cort, Gemima St. Louis and Catherine 

Vuky) and two colleagues (Gina Dessources and Sukanya 

Ray) attended an exhilarating live performance entitled, 

ñWomanhood and Gender in Tagoreôs Songsò. The 

event was hosted by the Munroe Center for the Arts in 

celebration of Womenôs History Month and International 

Womenôs Day.  

Womanhood and Gender in Tagoreôs Songs is an 

examination of what it was to be a woman in the late 19th and 

early 20th century India ð and what it is still to some extent 

today. Rabindranath Tagore was a late 19th, early 20th 

century Nobel Laureate composer whose prolific thoughts 

permeated in multiple forms of art including song, dance, 

painting, drama, poetry, prose, articles and music. The lyrics 

of his songs push the boundaries of the traditional roles of 

women and the expectation that a society has on women. The 

program included many topics such as colorism, social 

immobility, and gender fluidity as they relate to womanhood, 

what it means to be a woman and societyôs expectations from the moment she is born. 

With performances by Maitreyee Chakraborty (vocal), Dipanwita Bhattacharyya 

(dance), Monami Roy (harmonium), Ayon Basumallik (keyboard), Dhruva Acharya 

(percussion), the program is timely and addresses a host of social issues that we face 

in our everyday lives.  

 

The Art of Rabindranath Tagore 

Womanhood and Gender in Tagoreôs Songs 
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